
Tuis in the Garden  
32bar Jig for 5Cs  

 

 
Bars 

 

 

 

1-8 1+3Cs taking nearer hands dance in & down to cast around  

2+4Cs & back to place.  1+3Cs cross RH & cast off, (with a 

little more flight than normal), so that you can dance in to 

finish back-to-back & facing your 1st corners.   

(2+4Cs need to step in & up 7&8).  

 

 

 

9-16 1+3Cs set to corners, (2bars) then turn them with the RH 

(using Skip Change) (2bars), 1+3Cs turn partners LH 1¼ 

times in the centre to finish facing their 2nd corners. 

 

 

 

17-24 Repeat bars 9-12 with 2nd corners, then 1+3Cs turn partners 

LH to finish in 2nd + 4th places on opposite sides. 

 

 

 

25-32 1+3Cs advance & retire,  then cross down one place NO Hands 

(finishing in 3rd+5th places),  WHILE (4+5Cs step up), then all 

5Cs take hands on the side & set.  

 

 

 

Repeat with a new first couple.  

 

 

 

Recommended Tune: CD: The Sunday Class Vol 1, track 7: Five Penny 

Ness by Jim Lindsay & his Band. 

 

 

 

 

 



Notes: 

 

Where has the name of this dance come from? 

 

The Tui is a NZ native bird.  They are very beautiful in colour, with a 

white bib under their chin and come to our garden at different times 

during the year when the flaxes are fruiting, or the Kowhai is in flower.  

 

They have many different songs too depending on the area they live in, 

and we love having them in our garden.  As they are tree dwellers, our cat, 

Rua, has never, to our knowledge, caught one. They also like eating apple 

if you put some out on the bird table. 

 

Many years ago, I ended up devising a dance for Damon as he was trying 

to find a dance with a Poussette in it for our new dancers that didn’t have 

a foot change.  I looked and looked for him and after not being able to find 

one I devised “The Flowering Heather”.  https://youtu.be/JcPoaO981nc  

The Tuis were in the garden that day as I was devising. I watched them 

drinking the nectar from the Kowhai flowers and I thought they were 

getting rather tiddly on it.   

 

We had just returned from a trip to the UK where had walked in the 

stunning Lammermuir Hills. The heather was beautiful, so the dance I 

devised for Damon was either going to be called “The Flowering Heather” 

or “Tuis in the Garden”.   

 

So, at last, the Tuis have a dance named after them, as they were again in 

the garden when this dance started to form in my dancing brain.   

 

   

https://youtu.be/JcPoaO981nc

